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Mary Macgregor 
By email 

Culture, Europe, Tourism and External Relations Committee, Draft Budget 
2018-19 

Please do not let our local Arts Culture wither and die 

I am writing as a Supporter of Comar to express my concern about the severe 
impact of potential cuts to revenue funding for the cultural sector in the forthcoming 
2018-19 Scottish budget. 

Comar is a multi-arts organisation, part of the Creative Scotland portfolio of 
Regularly Funded Organisations, delivering outstanding cultural experiences on Mull 
and Iona, in Argyll and Bute and across the Highlands and Islands, as well as 
contributing to Scotland's vibrant cultural sector. Being based in a remote, rural area 
of low population we are more than usually dependent on the resolve of the Scottish 
Government to make quality cultural experiences available to everyone regardless of 
their postcode. We are being warned that, when budgets are finalised and the results 
of the latest round of funding applications are announced in late January, we should 
expect a reduction in the number of Regularly Funded Organisations and that those 
that survive should expect a reduction in income from Creative Scotland. 

Our organisation has been on standstill funding for years and given the increase in 
costs generally this represents a substantial reduction in real terms. Any further cuts 
will jeopardise future commissioning, production and touring of theatre, music and 
visual arts as well as dealing a critical blow to our acclaimed creative learning 
programme, which brings substantial benefits to children, young people, the elderly 
and those living in areas of rural isolation. This would leave a massive hole in the 
provision of arts and cultural experiences on the west coast and flies in the face of 
any attempt to develop our nation's rightly celebrated cultural profile. 

Comar has very widespread support in Mull and Iona, as demonstrated through a 
significant upsurge in membership and the huge public and media interest in the last 
few years when the future of the company was in jeopardy. The communities of Mull 
and Iona stood resolutely with their arts organisation in a way which brought 
inspiration to many and which led on to the creation of a new, sustainable model for 
the company and for arts provision in the region; sustainable, that is, given continuity 
of funding from government sources. 

We believe even a small cut in the Scottish Government’s Grant-In-Aid to Creative 
Scotland, together with the reduction in Lottery funds and local authority cuts, has 
the potential to devastate Scotland’s arts and culture infrastructure. Damage to this 
infrastructure, which has been developed over the last fifty years with the aid of 
public investment, and which is widely admired, will be irredeemable. 

Just a small increase in funding would allow the core infrastructure of arts and 
culture in Scotland to survive and to thrive. It would ensure that direct grants to 
artists are not wiped out; it would fund creative learning and outreach programmes 
which engage with our harder to reach audiences; it could fund new international 
collaborations that develop our international reputation. 
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I appreciate that there are huge pressures on all public funding and that difficult 
decisions lie ahead. 92% of Scottish people believe it is right that there should be 
public funding of arts and cultural activities in Scotland, up from 87% in 2015, but the 
funding available is already less than 0.2% of the total budget. 

I am writing to ask you, therefore, to play your part in ensuring that we do not 
endanger the arts and culture for which Scotland is internationally famous, and which 
make a real difference to people’s lives across our country. 


